
 
 Sacred Heart – St. Patrick Parish  
Pastoral Council Meeting  
Tuesday, January 10, 2023  
6:00 PM Parish Life Center  
 
Present were Father Antony Joseph, Elaine Carlson, Audrey Boerner, Chad Ronnander and Troy Betcher. 
Sue Peiffer attended remotely by phone. Caleb Johnson was excused. Myrthe McCarthy recorded 
minutes.  
 
• Elaine called the meeting to order at 6:09pm. Father Antony opened the meeting with a prayer.  
 
UPDATES: Please refer to the most recent committee meeting minutes for more complete review of 
these committees.  
 
• FAMILY LIFE COMMITTEE: The Grand Indian Dinner and Liz’s party were successes. Their next meeting 
is scheduled for 1/17/2023 when they will begin planning activities for Lent. The St. Benedict Deanery 
Adoration Committee, led by Ann Werner, will organize Soup Suppers for Mondays during Lent. 
Discussions have begun for some gathering or activity the first weekend in November to replace the 
Bazaar. Elaine will contact the Rebers to see about a spring gathering or dinner for a St. Patrick’s Day 
Celebration with corned beef and cabbage.  
 
• COMMUNITY CONCERNS COMMITTEE: Elaine reported that there is not much new to report. 
Sojourner House renovations continue and will benefit and serve more people once open.  
 
• SACRED WORKSHIP COMMITTEE: Audrey reported that the committee had an email debrief last 
week. Midnight Mass was well attended. Decorations looked nice and were appreciated. Sacred Heart 
still needs decorators; there are some interested parties considering this ministry.  
 
• RELIGIOUS ED COMMITTEE (CCD): Chad had no real, new news to report, since there was no meeting 
this month. They have been reviewing a few movies for the first Family Movie Night, which will be held 
the last weekend in February. Dates for First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion are February 25, 
10:00-11:30am place to be determined, and April 16 at 10:30 Mass. Children’s Liturgy is still in the 
works.  
 
• FINANCE COUNCIL: Meeting minutes were reviewed. With the icy conditions this season, additional 
salting has been needed, increasing the Parish’s monthly expense.  Options are being explored to help 
reduce this cost. 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
• Inspired by the Spirit Capital Campaign: The total goal for our parish will be determined after Father 
returns from India.  We expect to include funds for debt reduction, capital funds, Sacred Heart Church 
renovation and Inspired by the Spirit campaign funds to the Diocese.  Lynch Development will assist the 
parish in setting our goal, which will be based on our total number of parish families and historical giving 
data. 
 
 



• Lent: Mondays’ all-day Adoration will end with a 5:30pm Mass, followed by 6:00pm Soup Supper and 
6:30 Mini Missions with a short video and discussion. Praise and Worship Services are being planned for 
either a Sunday or Monday evening, where 5-7 Indian priests have already agreed to participate. Eight 
priests will provide opportunity for confessions and prayer service. Father expects the event to last one 
hour and 15 minutes, encouraging people to stay the entire time.  
 
• Music Director Search: No candidates have reached out to Father yet. Once back from India, he will 
reach out again to various places and post the job on indeed.com and other sites. Sharon Markwell and 
Jackie Myers are playing piano for now. They have mentioned to Father that they are not going to be 
available indefinitely. Accompanists will be sparse come summer. One accompanist might be available 
to play at 10:30 Mass. A Lutheran organist has expressed interest in playing for us. There has been no 
response from any university students. The open position has been posted on diolc.org and with 
deanery parishes. Jackie and Sharon will speak from the pulpit, encouraging parishioners to help with 
our musical needs and to pray.  
 
• Sacred Heart Church Renovation Update: No update at this time.  
 
NEW BUSINESS  
 
A Financial Peace program was discussed briefly: Do we want to bring this to our Parish? Will Lynch 
Associates provide some information along these lines? Which Eau Claire businesses might donate any 
funds to the SH renovation? And how do we reach those businesses? Maybe there is a program that 
could be presented to the parish, or if another parish (St. James?) is presenting one, maybe we could 
work together. Dave Ramsey’s program is Christian. A Parish Faith Night theme could be Financial Peace. 
Are there any qualified parishioners who could lead this? The council will consider this after other 
projects have begun.  
The Council discussed ways to spark community involvement and excitement for the SH renovation: 
news articles; historical society funds might be available; having a UWEC class use our renovation 
awareness campaign as a class project might be beneficial.  
 
The success of the Grand Indian Dinner and the number of people who stepped up to volunteer shows 
that our people are ready to work for this parish.  
 
There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 7:22pm. Father Antony led us in prayer.  
 
The next meeting will be March 7, 2023, at 6:30pm at the Parish Life Center. 
  
Respectfully submitted by Myrthe McCarthy 

 


